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ryr  THt:  ojTA7RMj\i\T  ^ i\.'nHT'„/rp.TnRF?  OF  Ti-iE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COLCialTTEB. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  ihinual  Report  for  I963.  The 
patt'^rn  of  the  report  is  similar  to  that  of  previous  years,  and  deal 
with  all  aspects  of  the  public  health  affecting  the  Rural  District. 
Some  of  the  services  are  no  longer  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
local  authority  ( e.g.  water  and  milk)  but  I have  endeavoured  to 
obtain  as  much  information  as  possible. 

The  usual  outbreak  of  mxeasles  occurred,  amounting  to  15O  cases. 
It  is  hoped  that  a protective  vaccine  v/ill  be  available  for  this 
disease  shortly.  Apart  from  this,  very  few  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  notified. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Surveying  and  Public  Health  Departm.ent 
continued  smoothly  during  the  year  and  I v/ould  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  Staff  most  sincerely  for  the  assistance 
they  have  given  to  me  in  my  work, 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SPENCER  STEPHENS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SECTION  A» 


STATISTICS  ArlD  SOCIilL  CONDITIONS  OF  TI-iE  AREA , 


Area  in  Acres  . . . 


^ oo  Q O O49  0«  to  00  « 


. ..  50,443 


Number  of  houses  according  to  Ra  te  Books  (31st  March  19^4)  4j337 


Rateable  Value  31st  March 5 19^4 


• o t t 00  ••  ft 


£191,862 


Registrar  General 


s estimate  of  resident 

(mid -year 


population j 

1963) 


Live 


Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

134 

R 


Females 

rnuLjt  • iitni  — ar  u.' 


6 


Totals 

' 255 
11 


14,380 


Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total  live  births  4»1/^ 
Standardised  birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  19 » 4 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  . o a ^ ••  18.2 


Still  Births  Males 

Legitimate  1 

IllegitiitLate 


Females 

“ 2 


Total 

'3 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  


Deaths  Males 

From  all  causes  81 


FemaJes 


Total 

153 


11.1 

17.2 


Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  11c 6 

Death  rate  for  Fagland  and  WaMes  ..  .*  .•  ..  ,•  ••  12,2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Males  Females  Total 
Legitimate  2 - 2 
Illegitimate  - - 


Infantile  Mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  V/ales 
Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Dearths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


• • O*  •«  O t •#  t t t t 


9 0 


• 9 9 t 99  ••  9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 0 99  ••  99 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  2 - 2 

Illegitima.te  ^ - 

Neoncutal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Y/ales  . . . o * o • • 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ..  •• 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


7.5 

20.9 


7.8 

Nil 


7.5 

14.2 

Nil 

Nil 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12, 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

20i. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


• • ms 


^ o • ^ 


O O 


#9  • 6 


Tuber culonis , 

Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Disease 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  • 

Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  PolioiTiyelitis  . . . 

Ivleasles  •«  •(>  •«  oo  ««  o 
Other  Infective  and  p.arasitic  diseases 
Malignant  necpla,sms,  stomach  ..  ,,  . 

Malign.ant  neoplasms,  lung,  bronchus  . 
Malignant  neoplasms,  breast  .•  .•  o.  . 

Malignant  neoplasms,  uterus  

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leulcemia,  aleulaemia  • 

Diabetes  .•  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . 
Coronary  Disea.se,  Angina  . ..  . . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  • • • . . 

.Other  heart  disease, . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia . 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

Gastritis,  enteritis  ..  ..  . 

Nephritis  and  Neophrosis , 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  , • . . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

Congenial  malf orma.tions  ♦.  . ..  ..  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

Allother  accidents  . ,,  .. 

Suicide • . . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . • . 


9C  9 t>  9 Q • 9 9 


• 9 9 9 9 0 9 0 0 9 


9 9 0 9 9 4 0 9 9 9 


9 9 9 C 9 9 O 9 0 


0 9 0 9 9 9 90  0 9 


9 C 9 9 


9 9 9 9 9 9 


9 9 9 9 


9 9 9 9 9 9 


TOTilL 
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S E G T I 0 IT  B. 


GEITER.AL  PROVISIONS  OP  HSilLTH. 


SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


A.  County  Health  Services . 

The  follcY^ing  Services  are  provided  hy  the  County  Council  in 
accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  He.alth  Service  Act  194^* 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Youngs:  Children  (Section  22) 

The  Bistrict  is  served  by  the  following  Clinics  - 
Infant  Welfare  Centres ^ 

Baptist  Hall,  Broitwich  - open  every  Tuesday  at  2«0  p.m. 

Memorial  Hall,  Ombersley  - open  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Fridays  in  the 

month  at  2.  0 p.m* 

Parish  Hall,  Hanbury  - open  on  the  3rd  Thursday  in  the  month  at 

2,30  Pom, 

Village  Hall,  Crowle  - open  on  the  4th  Wednesday  in  the  month  at 

2,30  p^m. 

Memorial  Hall,  Fernhill  Heath  - open  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Fridays  in 

the  month  at  2..0  p,m. 

Village  Hall,  Wychbold  - open  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  the 

month  at  2,30  p.m. 

Parish  Hall,  Hartlebury  - open  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  the 

month  a,t  2,30  p,m. 

National  Bried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  other  baby 
foods  may  be  obtained  at  these  centres. 

Antenatal  Clinics. 

It  is  now  County  policy  that  Antenata-1  Cases  should  be  cared  for  as 
far  as  possible  by  their  ovm  doctor.  Clinics  are  available  however, 
at  v/hich  expect-art  mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  regularly  in  order 
to  meet  the  midwife,  receive  health  education,  and  carry  out  ante- 
natal exercises  under  the  direction  of  a physiotherapist. 

Baptist  Hall,  Broitwich  - open  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  in  the  month 

at  2^0  p^m. 

Recreation  Road,  Bromsgrove  --  open  every  Monday  .at  2,0  p,m<, 

Coventry  Street,  Kidderminster  - open  every  Monday  at  2,0  p.m. 

Midwifery  (Section  23) 

The  serv'ices  of  a County  Midv/ife  are  available  without  charge  to  care 
for  mothers  during  pregnancy,  confinement  and  for  a period  of  ten  d.ays 
afterv/ards.  She  should  be  booked  as  early  as  possible  in  order  to 
receive  adequate  instruction  for  the  confinement.  Visits  are  paid 
to  the  home  and  examinations  carried  out  monthly  in  co-operation 
with  the  doctor,  7/ho  v/ill  arrange  hospital  consultations  if  necessary. 
Free  dental  treatment  is  available  during  this  period  and  may  be  arranged 
through  the  County  Bental  Officer. 


5. 


Health  Visiting;  and  Home  Nursing:  (Sections  24  & 2^ . ) i 

I 

After  the  first  ten  days  the  Health  Visitor  takes  over  r8sponsib.i lii  j 
for  the  care  of  the  baby  from  the  mid'wife.  She  is  a trained  nurse 
who  has  received  ohditional  instruction  in  child  care?  maintenance  i 
of  health  and  prevention  of  disease,  and  is  able  to  offer  ^id.ance  | 
to  the  mother  until  the  child  goes  to  school • Particular  attention  \ 
is  paid  to  premature  babies  and  those  placed  for  adoption  or  wuth  | 

foster  parents c.  The  Hea.lth  Visitor  also  acts  as  school  nurse  and  i 

being  an  exx^erienced  medico-social  worker  is  able  to  give  advice  i 

to  the  adnJ.t  members  of  the  family  on  personal  problems  related  to  : 

physica.1  or  me-tal  ill-health.  i 

The  District  Hurse  is  available  to  act  on  the  instructions  of  the  ■ 
general  xoractitioner  or  hospital,  wlien  a patient  is  discharged, 
to  make  arraaigements  for  domiciliary  care.  They  cai*ry  out  ' 

nursing  procedures  and  may  be  called  upon  in  any  emergency.  In 
most  instances  the  District  Hurse  is  also  the  Mdwife  and  acts 
as  Health  Visitor,  but  in  urban  areas  it  is  som.etimes  more 
convenient  to  split  their  duties.  The  following  nurses  are 
?7orking  in  Droitwich  Hural  District  - 

Miss  Eldridge  & Miss  Mann  - health  visitors  - Royal  Exchange  Bldgs.,  | 
Droitwich,  Tels  Hos  Droitwich  3328  (area,  Wychbold,  Elmbridge,  Hadzor.i 
Westv7ood,  S3,lwarpe,  Hampton  Lovett,  Cutna.ll  Green,  Growls. 

Hur s e Po we  1 1 , DH /WI . Hurse ^s  House,  Shaw  Lane,  Stoke  ¥/orks. 

Tel 3 Ho.  Bromsgrove  2659 » 

Hurse  Adler  DH/M¥,  Rose  Cottage,  Cutnall  Green.  Tel:  Ho: 

Cutnall  Green  233 o 

Hurse  Gracklow,  7?  Old  Turnpike  Road,  Crov/le. 

Tel:  Ho;  Upton  Snodsbury  259 

Miss  miliams.  s.R.N.,  S.C.K.,  3A,  Courts  Close,  Eanbury,  Telsllos 

Hanbury  209 

Hurse  Hash,  DH/1'TJ7/HVc  , 8,  Perrycroft  Roa^d,  Pernhill  Heath,  TeT.Hos 

Fernhill  Health  304  * 

Hurse  Mills ^ DH/my/HV.  , 14,  Appletree  Walk,  Ombersley,  Te}.t  Hos 

Ombersley  341  <» 

Hurse  Dudley,  DH/IvIW/hV.,  27,  Waresley  Court  Road,  Hartelbury. 

Tel:  Hos  Hartlebury  200, 

Nurse  Stevenson,  DN/mw/eV,  Area  Relief,  l6,  Lyttleton  Road,  Droitwich. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisa.ticn  (Section  26) 

Vaccination  a:.gainst  Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis  and  Immunisation 
8.gainst  Diphtheria,  V/hopping  Cough  and  Tetanus  are  carried 
out  free  of  charge  at  any  of  the  County  Clinics  or  by  the  patient ^s 
own  doctor. 

The  following  inoculations  were  completed  during  1962. 

(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous  year) . 


6 


o 


63  (578) 
34  (871) 


(1)  Small p(.;x  Va.ccination 

Noo  of  persons  who  received  primary  vaccination  during 

the  year  c • » . 

Noo  of  persons  v/ho  Y/ere  re^-vaccinated  during  the  year 

( ^ ) Poli^‘iQ.yelitis  Vaccination 

This  scheme  is  admins tered  direct  from  the  Couaity  Health  Department 

Love’s  G-rove?  Castle  Street,  Worcester  ,and  details  are  published 

in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Reports 

Sabin  Vaccine  is  now  used,  being  administered  orally  in  syrup 

or  on  a lump  of  sugar.  Three  doses  are  administered  to  babies 

at  6 - 9 months  old  and  a fourth  dose  at  5 years  old,  ildults  are 

also  strongly  advised  to  complete  a.  primary  course  of  vaccination^ 


(3)  Diphtheria  T.mmunisa.tion  (including  Tetanus) 

Ho.  of  children  who  received  the  full  course  during 


(4)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


the  year  . . . . 

182 

(163) 

first  re-inforcing 

dose  

CO 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

rH 

second  re-inforcing 

dose 

28 

(60) 

e full  course  during 
the  year  . . . . 

179 

(163) 

(5)  B.C.G.  V a^ccination . 

The  County  Council  operate  a scheme  for  the  preventive  inoculation 
of  all  children  lear/ing  school.  This  is  a valuable  protective 
measure  against  Tiiberculosis  and  is  doing  much  to  reduce  the 
number  of  cases  on  the  register. 


ilmbulance  Service  (Section  27) 

Cases  of  accident  or  sudden  and  urgent  illness  are  responded  to 
irrespective  of  the  source  of  the  call.  All  that  is  necessary 
is  to  ask  the  telephone  operatoi  for  Ambulance  after  dialing  999* 
The  Service  is  under  radici-control  from  Worcester  and  ambulance 
stations  are  strategically  situa.ted  throughout  the  County. 

Requests  for  hospital  cars  should  be  made  to  the  County 
Ambulance  Officer,  Y/ho  will  decide  7/hether  this  form  of  transport 
is  suitable.  Patients  suffering  from  an  infectious  disea.se  are 
conveyed  to  hospital  in  special  aiabulances  stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital® 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  (Section  28) 

Convalescent  care  is  provided  for  children  and  adults  not  requiring 
treatment.  This  type  of  recuperative  holiday  is  frequently 
recommended  and  persons  are  required  to  contribute  according  to 
their  means. 

Medical  comforts  depots  are  maintained  in  various  parts  of  the 
County  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society.  Requests  for  nursing  equipment  such  as  bedpans,  pulleys, 
hoists,  etc.,  should  be  made  to  the  District  Nurse  or  County  Health 
Department. 


7* 


Persons  siifferin.^  from  Piibcrcialosis  may  bo  a.;'ioisted  in  many 
ways..  Paberculosis  Eealth  Visitors  work  from  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  will  assist  patients  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  services  availabl 
OccupationcJ-  therapy  is  available  for  patients  suffering  from 
lengthy  illnesses  or  who  e.re  undergoing  prolonged  convalescence. 

A Chiropody  scheme  is  now  in  operation  for  aged  and  handicapped 
persons,  and  is  being  extended, 

A Health  Education  Organiser  has  also  been  appointed  to  provide 
instruction  on  health  matters  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  illness. 

This  is  particularly  important  in  relation  to  accidents  in  the 
home,  food  hygiene,  and  cancer,  ihiti-smoking  propaganda,  has 
recently  been  distributed  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  Lung  Cancer, 

Domestic  Help  (Section  29) 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  administered  by  the  Womens’  Voluntary 
Service  from  Droitwich  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  New 
premises  have  been  acquired  at  1,  Ombersley  Street,  Droitv/ich, 
but  enquiries  relating  to  the  Rural  District  should  be  addressed 
to  Elrs.  Nott,  Station  Road,  Pernhill  Heath  (Fernhill  Heath  43?) • 

The  seivice  provides  domestic  help  for  the  a^ged,  in  sickness 
and  for  maternity  cases  during  confinement. 

Mental  Health  (Section  51 ) 

The  Mental  Health  Service  has  been  expanded  to  deal  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959*  Hhe  Act  abolishes 
the  termmental  deficiency  and  introduces  the  termnental  disorder 
vy'hich  includes  subnormality,  severe  subnormality , mental  illness 
and  psychopathic  disorder.  Mental  Welfare  Officers  have  been 
appointed  v/ho  act  in  conjunction  with  approved  Medical  Officers 
and  the  Hospita.1  Services. 

Statutory  duties  of  the  County  Council  include  - 

(a)  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  . 

(b)  the  provision  of  training  or  occupation  centres  (available 
at  Stourport,  Bromsgrove  and  Lov/er  Wick). 

(c)  the  exercise  of  functions  relating  to  persons  placed  under 
gu-.ardianship . 

(d)  The  provision  of  ancillsny  services  for  persons  suffering 
from  mental  disorder. 

Welfare  Services  (National  Assistance  Act  1948) . 

The  Welfare  Services  are  administered  by  the  Welfare  Section  of 
the  Health  Department  under  the  direction  of  the  County  V/elfare 
Officer,  The  following  facilities  are  available 

(a)  residential  accommodation  for  the  elderly  *who  are  unable  to 
look  after  themselves  in  their  ov/n  homes, 

(b)  temporary  accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need. 

(c)  special  seivices  for  blind  persons, 

(d)  special  services  for  de.af  and  dumb  persons, 

(e)  special  assistance  for  other  handicapped  persons. 
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School  Health  Service  (Education  Act  1944) » 

The  Oounxy  lledical  Officer  is  also  Principal  School  Medical  Officer, 
School  Medical  Officers  visit  all  Prima^ry  and  Secondary  schools  in 
the  district  at  regular  intervals. 

Ever;>^  school  child  receives  three  medical  examinations  during  his 
or  her  school  life?  hut  children  in  whom  ahnorma.lities  are  detected 
are  seen  more  frequently.  Special  visua.l  acuity  and  colour  tests 
are  given  at  7 ~ 8 years  old,  children  in  need  of  attention  being 


referred  to  the  School  Oculist ^ 

Routine  testing  of  hea^ring  is  now  carried  out  using  a pure-tone 
audiometer  and  children  with  defective  hearing  are  referred  to 
special  clinics  for  further  investigation. 

The  seiarices  of  a Speech  Thera.pist  are  available  and  orthopaedic 
defects  are  kept  under  supervision  by  the  Orthopa.edic  Sister. 
Children  with  behaviour  disorders  or  other  problems  are  seen  at 
the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  Love’s  Grove,  Y/orcester. 


School  Rental  Service. 


The  Rental  Health  of  all  children  in  maintained  schools  is  supervised 
at  regular  intervals,  inspections  being  carried  out  on  the  premises. 
Subsequently  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  nca.rest  fixed  clinic, 
or  in  one  of  the  mobile  dental  clinics  now  available.  Clinics 

а. re  available  at  Bromsgrove,  Stourport  and  Kidderminster. 

County  Analyst. 

The  County  ilnalyst  is  available  to  examine  public  water  supplies, 
sewage  effluents,  milk,  food  and  drug  samples.  The  arrangements 
for  the  routine  sampling  of  all  milk  supplies  is  in  the  hauids  of 
the  County  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Hospital  Services. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

1.  General  hospitaJ.s  with  casualty  departments  are  situated  at 
Worcester,  Bromsgrove  and  Kiddeiminster . 

2.  Maternity  beds  are  available  at  V/orcester,  Bromsgrove  and 
Stourport. 

3.  Infectious  diseases  are  usually  admrtted  to  Newtown  Isolation 
Hospital,  Worcester,  where  beds  are  also  availa,bl0  for  the 
treatment  of  Pulmrnary  Tuberculosis.  Special  cases  may 
however  be  sent  to  Little  Bromwich  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

4.  The  elderly  and  chronic  sick  are  accommodated  at  Shrub  Hill, 
Worcester,  Bromsgrove  or  Blakebrook,  Kiddermhnster, 

5.  Psychiatric  Hospitals  for  mental  disorders  are  availa.ble  at 
Po?/ick,  Barnsley  Hall  and  Lea  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

б.  St.  John’s  Hospital  and  Highfield  Hospital,  Rroitwich  are 
National  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatic  diseases. 

Spa  treatment  is  also  available  through  the  out-patient  department 
at  the  Brine  Baths,  or  privately. 

7.  A Thora^cic  surgery  unit  has  been  established  at  Hill  Top 
Hospital,  Bromsgrove  dealing  mainly  with  congenital  heart 
lesions  in  children. 
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8.  Laboratories  aro  available  in  all  General  Hospitals,  but  at 

Worcester  RoysJ  Infirimry  a branch  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  has  been  established.  This  organisation ' with  reference 
laboratories  in  London  and  elsewhere,  is  designed  to  assist  local 
authorities  in  their  investigations  into  outbreaks  of  coiniauni cable 
disease , 

9 • Venereal  Diseases, 

Venereal  diseases  are  dia^gnosed  and  treated  at  a special  out- 
patient department  (adjacent  to  the  Chest  Clinic  at  the  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary)  . Sessions  are  held  from  5 ~ 7 P»m„  onl^-londays 
for  women  and  Tuesdays  for  men.  Ho  appoin'bment  is  necessary 
and  treatment  is  confidential. 

C.  General  Medical  Services, 


Persons  arriving  in  the  district  and  wishing  to  register  with 
a general  practitioner  may  obtain  a list  of  names  a,nd  addresses 
of  all  the  doctors  available  at  aaiy  post  office. 

The  services  of  dentists,  opticians  and  pharmacists  practising 
in  the  Listrict  also  come  under  the  control  of  the  Worcestershire 
Executive  Council,  2%  Eoregate  Street,  Worcester  to  whom 
enquiries  should  be  made. 
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SECTION  C, 


SimiTim  CIRCUIviSTMCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  Water  Supply 

a > Quality  atid  Quantity. 

The  East  Worcestershire  Wateri\"orks  Comp.any  Decarne  the  statutory 
water  undertaker  the  greater  part  of  Rroitv^ich  Rural  District 
in  1960.  Only  three  parishes  are  not  supplied  hy  them  - Ha^rtlebury 
being  in  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board ^s  area,  V/aa-ndon 
being  supplied  from  Worcester  City  and  v7estwood  having  a private 
supply. 

The  southern  parishes  scheme  wa.s  ca^rried  out  by  the  Company  in 
1961  and  effected  a vast  improvement  in  the  villages  of  Hiinbleton, 
Hadzor,  Crowle,  Huddington,  Tibberton,  Oddingley  and  Fernhill 
Heath.  Hanbury  had  been  supplied  with  mains  water  earlier,  but 
certain  country  areas  to  the  east  of  the  district  have  always 
been  short  of  water  in  times  of  drought.  Consideration  was  given 
to  guarantee  schemes  for  Newland  Common,  Broughton  Green  and 
Hollowfields,  Hanbury  during  the  year,  ilpproval  has  now  been  given 
to  the  first  two  schemes,  but  not  for  the  latter  which  is  mainly 
a farming  area  Y/ith  few  domestic  properties  involved. 

General  agreement  was  reached  as  to  the  provision  of  a 6”  trunk 
main  from  Ladywood  to  Suddington  in  order  to  supply  the  village 
of  Ornbersley.  Consequent  upon  the  laying  of  this  main,  extensions 
will  be  made  to  the  following  areas  of  the  parish  - Hunt  Green, 
Chatley,  Hawfcrd  Y7ood,  Haye  Hone,  Sytchampton,  Acton  and  Uphampton. 

b. Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examina,tiono 

The  East  Worcestershire  Wateiw/orks  Company  take  samples  from  their 
four  boreholes  at  approximately  fortnightly  intervals  and  the 
results  for  30th  December  1963  are  shown  below  - 

East  Worcestershire  Yfater  as  delivered  into  seia^ice  on  30th  Dec.  1963 « 
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c . Eumbo -Solvent  Action o 

None  of  the  supplies  tested  have  any  pluinho- solvent  action, 

d , Contajnination. 

It  is  estinated  that  of  properties  in  the  district  are  on  mains 
supplies  Yrhich  are  considered  fit.  The  remainder  are  suTDplied  by 
wells  - many  of  which  are  unfit.  Seven  out  of  eight  samples  taken 
during  the  year  were  reported  a,s  imfit  and  appropriate  steps  taken 
to  remedy  the  situation, 

2 , Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal , 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  operating  satisfactorily  in  the  following 
villages  - Wychbold,  Fernhill  Heath,  Crowle  and  Ombersley,  Sewage 
from  the  parish  of  Hartlebury  is  pumped  to  the  Kidderminster 
Sew'age  Disposal  Works  by  agreement  v^ith  that  Authority,  The 
centra,!  village  area  has  been  sewered  for  some  yea,rs  and  an 
extension  in  the  Moors  Avenue  - Worcester  Roa.d  a^rea  was  completed 
in  March  19^3 . Extensions  to  the  sew/ers  in  Ombersley  parish  have 
recently  been  made  to  cover  the  hamleteof  Uphampton,  Oldfield  and 
Woodfield, 

Development  in  Bevere  has  meant  certain  new  sewers  being  laid  but 
these  drain  into  Y/orcester  City  sewers,  there  being  .an  agreement 
with  that  Authority  also. 

Hanbury  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  commenced  in  the  autumn 
of  1963  and  considerable  progress  v^rith  the  construction  of  the 
works  has  been  made,  but  connections  care  not  yet  possible. 

The  next  scheme  to  be  tackled  is  for  the  villa,ge  of  Tibberton. 
iln  engineering  inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  reported  on  this  scheme  in  November  I963  and  suggested 
the  following  modifications  - 

a,  o that  a scheme  based  on  the  totally  separate  system  would  be 

preferable, 

b,  that  development  near  the  church  shoixLd  be  included. 

c,  that  there  might  be  an  advantcage  in  laying  the  proposed  sewer 
in  Poredraught  Lane  at  the  rear  of  the  properties,  and 

do  that  the  level  of  the  proposed  treatment  plant  be  raised  to 

enable  the  southern  part  of  the  site  to  be  used  should  it  become 
necessary  in  the  future  to  introduce  land  treatment  by  gravity. 

The  Consulting  Engineer  has  now  incorporated  these  modifications 
in  the  documents  which  have  gone  out  to  Tender. 

In  view  of  considerable  developm.ent  in  the  parish  of  North  Claines, 
the  Pernhill  Heath  Sewage  Works  is  being  extended,  Portionately 
there  is  enough  land  at  the  existing  works  to  allow  this. 

Ministry  approval  is  now  being  sought  for  a scheme  to  deal  with 
an  additional  population  of  3,000,  equivalent  to  a dry  v/eather 
flow  of  90,000  gallons  per  day. 
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3.  Publlo  Health  Inspections. 


The  following  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  hy  the  Puhlic 
Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  - 


Housing  Act  1957 
Section  9 ^Repairs)  .. 
Section  16  (Unfit  Premis'ds) 
Section  42  (Clearance  Area) 
Section  76  (Overcrowding) 


• O • • 0 cv 

• « • • • » 

• 9 0 • # 


29 

76 

15 

1 

121 


Public" He tlth-  Acts  193^  19^1  o 

nuisances  from  Premises  ..  ..  . 

Nuisances  from  Animals  

Nuisances  from  Ptefuse 
Nuisances  from  Dust  or  Effluvia  . 
Nuisances  from  Workplaces  


23 

5 

1 

8 


Drainage  Problems  (Sewage  & Water) 

Obstructions  . . . . • 9 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanlis  , . . 44 

Drt  oh.e  s ••  c*  * » ••  *•  ••  •«  <>•  .•  ••  ••  4^ 

Drainage  Tests  «.  .•  42 

Inspection  of  Wells  and  Y/ater  Samples 14 


155 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1995 

Slaughterhouse  . • • * . . . • • . • 172 

Bakehouses 2 

Shops 29 

C.af es  ..  ..  , ..  . ••  ..  ..  2 

Vans  • 

Other  Food  Premises  , . * 2 

Ice  Cream  - Samples 2 

209 


Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  A.ct  1960. 


Residential  Sites 27 

Holiday  Sites 13 

Mixed  Sites  6 

Shacks,  etc.,  ••  ..  - 

51 


Grand  Total  973 


T 


c 


13 


In  addition  the  ToXlowdrig*  inspcoXlorie  Tv-erc?  cari'icd  out  as 
Surveying  duties- 


Housing  ..  ,,  ,,  1509 

Sewerage . . 436 

Y/ater . . . . 51 

Refuse  Collection  . . . . . 262 
Planning  . 1091 


Grand  Total . . . . 3349 


4.  Rodent  Control. 

Regular  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  and  business  premises  are 
carried  out  throughout  the  District,  Local  Authority  premises  are 
included  and  sewage  works  and  the  refuse  tip  inspected  and  treated 
when  necessary.  It  v/ill  be  seen  that  quite  a number  of  Agricultural 
contracts  are  also  held  and  treatment  under  such  agreements  forms 
no  small  proportion  of  the  worko  The  analysis  of  work  carried  out 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  is  as  follows  - 
(figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  previous  year) 


Inspections 

No.  of  Local  Authority  premises  inspected  82  ( 96) 

No.  of  Domestic  premises  inspected  ..  2130  (I8O4) 

No.  of  Business  premises  inspected  «..••.  76  ( 30) 

No.  of  Agricultural  premises  inspected ..  446  ( 360) 


Total  number  of  premises  inspected  * ..  2734  (2290) 


Infestations 

No.  of  Infestations  found  - Rats,  major 85(  28) 

Rats,  minor  . ..  ..  ..  ..  404  ( 228) 

No.  of  Infestations  found  - Mice,  major 13  ( 2^ 

Mice,  minor  • 35  ( 15) 

Total  No. of  Infestations  found  537  ( 273) 


Treatments 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  at  Local  Authority 

premises  ....  14  ( I6) 

” Domestic  Premises  . . 429  ( 460) 

’’  ” " ’’  ” ” Business  Premises  40  ( I6) 

” ” ” ” " ” Agricultural  Premises  155  ( 162) 


Total  treatments  (including  re-treatments) 638  ( 654) 

No.  of  Notices  served  under  Section  4 of  the  Act 
requesting  treatment  or  structural  v/ork  - NIL. 
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5 • I^actory  Inspe ction » 

The  Local  Authority  is  generally  only  responsible  for  inspection 
of  sanitary  conveniences  in  factories,  under  Section  7 of  the 
1937  Act.  Where  there  are  premises  which  do  not  use  mechanical 
power  however  other  conditions  apply  as  they  do  also  to  outworkers 
premises . 

The  following  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  - 

Part  I of  the  Act. 


. (1)  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 


1 
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(2)  Casos  in  which  defects  -.'orG  found 


1 


Part  VIII  of 


Outwork  - nil  Return. 
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HOUSING . 


1 . Housiriig:  Programne  1 

(a)  Council  Houses 

(i)  No.  of  new  dwellings  completed  by  the  Council  during  19^3 

Ty/o  bedroomed  flats  - Chapel  Lane  Wychbold 20 

’’The  Poplars*’  Flatlet  Scheme,  Wychbold  ..  I'J 

Total  37 

N.B.This  is  the  second  oldpeople’s  flatlet  scheme  to  be 
completed,  the  first  being  ’’The  Hamptons”,  Ombersley  in 
1962.  Each  consists  of  11  single  and  5 double  units  together 
with  a 2 bedroomed  flat  for  the  Yfarden.  A laundry,  Central 
Heating  and  common-room  facilities  are  available. 


(ii)No.  of  new  dwellings  under  construction  at  31 *12. 63  - 

Two  bedroomed  flats  - Chapel  Lane,  Wychbold  . 14 

Ty/o  bedroomed  houses-  ” ” ” 6 

Three  ” ” ” ” ” 6 

One  bedroomed  bungaloY^s  Wychbold  9 

Two  bedroomed  houses,  Hanbury  2 

Total  37 


(b)  Private  Houses 

(i)  No.  of  private  '-Y^ellings  completed  during  1963  6l 

(ii) No.  of  private  dwellings  under  construction  at  31.12.63  . 50 

(c)  Improvements  & Conversions  to  Private  Houses  during  I963 
(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous,  year) 


( i) Liscretionary  Grants 

Applications  received 36  ( 49^ 

Applications  approved ..  ..  ..  34  ( 43 J 

No.  of  dvrellings  involved 42  ( 53) 

Applications  withdrawn  or  refused  l(  2) 

Total  amount  of  Grant-aided  work  ..  ..  ..  ..  £35?115(£42,6& 

ilmount  of  Grants  approved  , ,.  £14?  383(^16, 0C>i 

Average  Grant  per  dwelling  ..  £343  (£373) 

i 

(ii)  Standard  Grants. 

Applications  received  ,and  a.pproved 22  ( 9) 

Maximum  Grants  payable  ..  . ..  ..  £3 ,050(£1 , 230) 

Amount  of  Grants  paid  ..  . £776  (£319) 


2,  Slum  Cle^arance .. 

Consideration  has  been  given  for  some  years  to  a block  of  property 
knovrn  as  Causeway  Meoi-dows,  Stoke  Works,  v/ith  a view  to  their  possible 
improY^ement « The  site  is  on  the  boundary  of  the  district  adjoining 
Bromsgrove  Rural  District,  a nimiber  of  the  tenants  of  the  property 
being  employed  in  Stoke.  Unfortunately  the  sewer  was  not  available 
and  the  site  did  not  lend  itself  to  redevelopment.  It  was  decided 
therefore  to  represent  20  of  the  houses  as  a Clearance  Area  and 
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rehouse  the  tenants  in  a flatlet  scheme  to  he  carried  cut  in  Wychhold. 
Notices  ijcve  served  in  May  I963  and  the  Minister  confirmed  the  Clearance 
Order  in  December . All  the  tenants  have  now  been  rehoused. 

A number  of  individual  properties  were  also  dealt  v/ith  as  shoTO  in 
the  following  table  - 


Table 
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4 
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7 

mm 
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3.  Caravans. 


It  was  estimated  as  a result  of  a survey  in  October  I96O  that  a 
total  of  544  Ccaravans  v/ere  present  in  the  district 9 comprising 
244  Residential  and  310  Holiday  vans„  These  figures  have  probably 
increased  considerably,  and  there  are  undoubtedly  more  present 
during  the  summer  months.  A large  number  of  these  vans  are  unlicenced 
yet  occupied  by  persons  Vviio  use  them  as  homes,  often  with  large 
families.  The  picture  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  seasonal 
v7orkers  employed  in  agriculture  may  occupy  land,  being  exempt 
from  licencing  conditions  under  the  first  schedule  to  the ’’Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  I960”.  Some  of  these  caravan.s 
remain  right  through  the  V7inter  ?7hen  seasonal  work  is  no  longer 
available  and  the  occupants  seek  employment  elsewhere. 

The  Motorv/ay  contract  has  also  presented  problems.  Although  the 
main  motorway  contract  through  Y/ychbold  has  been  completed,  work 
is  in  progress  along  the  A449  road  through  Ombersley  and  on  the 
Worcester  Northern  link  road  through  Claines.  Here  sites  are 
available  for  building  and  engineering  vrorkers  (also  exempt 
temporarily  for  licencing  conditions)  but  certain  persons  prefer 
to  find  a site  of  their  own  on  adjoining  farm  land. 
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Sanitary  conditions  ai'e  soldom  batisractory  where  such  isola.ted 
or  small  groups  of  vans  are  found  5 nor  is  it  possible  to  improve 
them  without  proper  site  standards.  It  is  imperative  that  a 
careful  eye  be  kept  on  the  situation  to  ensure  that  Planning 
conditions  are  enforced  as  and  when  they  are  applicable a 
The  follov7ing  list  shows  the  position  of  the  larger  caravan  sites 
for  v/hlch  approval:  has  been  granted  by  the  Planning  authority. 

They  are  always  full  and  there  is  a great  need  for  new  residential 
sites  to  be  developed  - 

A.  Permanent  Residential  Sites. 

Permitted 
No.  of  Vans 


1.  Simnyside,  Claines  - just  outside  the  Worcester  City 

boundary  on  Main  A38  Road  12 

2.  ’’Eagle  & Sun”,  Hanbury  Wharf  - a.X-)prox,  1 mile  east 

of  Droitwich  on  Stratford  Road  21 

3o  Chateau  Impney,  Droitwich  - off  main  A38  Road^  mile 

north  of  Droitwich  32 

4«  Dunhampton  - to  rear  of  Robertas  Garage,  on  main 

A449  Road  to  Kiderminster  24 

5.  ’’Eruiterer’ s Arms”,  Ombersley  - -y  mile  west  of  main 

A449  Roa.d  at  Upha'upton  _20 

Total  109 


B.  Holiday  Sites 

1.  ’’Fruiterer’s  Arms”,  Ombersley  (as  above)  30 

2.  Wharf  Hotel,  Holt  Fleet  on  left  side  of  main  road 
approaching  bridge  over  river  Severn  from  Ombersley.  38 

3.  Bricks  Farm,  Holt  Fleet  - on  right  side  of  main  road 

approaching  bridge  over  river  Severn  97 

4.  Winnal  Farm,  \7innal,  Hr.  Stourport-  ea,st  bank  of 

river  Severn,  2p5iiiBs  southJ.-of  - Stourporfc  . 32 

5.  Mutton  Hall,  Boreley  - east  banlc  of  river  Severn  - 

opposite  the  Linchford  Hotel  12 

6.  Mill  house,  Hawford  - on  ma'^r  A449  road 

4 miles  north  of  Worcester  12 

Total  221 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 


1.  Food  Premises. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  as 
shown  on  page  13  of  the  Rexjort.  One  general  store  required  careful 
supervision  during  the  year.  This  was  run  by  an  elderly  person 
who  was  admitted  to  hospital  for  a temporary  period  owing  to  ill- 
hea^lth.  Before  the  premises  v/ere  re-opened  the  stock  was  inspected 
and  a considerable  amount  condemned.  It  was  considered  inadvisable 
to  take  proceedings  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  9 but  an  undertaking 
was  obtained  from  the  ovmer  not  to  sell  certain  j^erishable  goods. 

2 , Ice-Cream  & Milk. 

45  shop  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream?  all 
offering  the  pre-packed  product  only.  The  Milk  & Dairies 
regulations  are  now  administered  by  the  County  Council.  The  County 
Public  Health  Inspector  supervises  the  three  pasteurisation  plants 
in  the  District?  and  also  takes  bacteriological  samples  from  a 
variety  of  sources.  The  following  samples  were  taken  diuring  I963  - 


226 

4 

_U3 


Pasteurised  Milk  . , . . , . 
Sterilized  Milk  . . . . . , . 
Rav7  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


Total  223 


There  were  three  failures  - all  on  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Biological  Tests  on  raw  milk  proved  negative?  but  not  a large 
number  are  possible  due  to  the  shortage  of  laboratory  animals, 

3.  Food  & Drugs. 

The  County  Food  So  Drugs  Inspector  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
details  relating  to  qualitative  sampling  in  the  district. 

Out  of  144  samples  of  milk  taken?  36  were  formal  samples  and  these 
included  I5  samples  taken  from  refrigerated  farm  instaJlations  and 
9 appeal  to  the  cow  samples.  The  latter  were  taken  when  supplies 

sent  in  by  one  producer  were  found  to  be  low  in  fat?  but  this 

deficiency  warn  due  to  natural  causes.  8 other  samples  from  3 
producers  \Yere  also  low  in  fat,  but  the  composite  fat  content  of 
each  producer’s  consignment  Y/as  correct,  5 sam.ples  were  found  to 
be  deficient  in  solics?  not  fat.  In  one  case  a sample  was  found 
to  contain  a small  amount  of  extraneous  v/ater  but  follo'w-up  s,amples 
were  correct.  In  the  remaining  4 cases  the  Public  Analyst  reported 
that  the  deficiencies  Yrere  due  to  natural  causes. 

In  addition  to  the  above?  210  informal  samples  w’-ere  taken  from, 
consignments  of  milk  produced  within  the  area  but  sampled  at 

some  point  outside.  Of  these  15  samples  from  6 producers  were 

found  to  be  deficient  in  fat?  but  the  composite  fat  content  of 
each  producer’s  supply  was  correct.  36  samples  from  I4  producers 
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were  foimd  to  be  low  in  solids  y not  fat 9 but  were  certified  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine  milk  of  poor  quality, 

27  samples  of  a variety  of  other  foods  were  talcen  and  the  following 
reported  against  for  labelling  infringements? - 

(a)  Soaked  Peas  - presence  of  colour  not  declared. 

(b)  Quenelles  of  Pike  ~ ingredients  stated  poultry  not  fish, 

(c)  Sliced  Braised  Beef  - 62;o  meat  Y/ith  sauce?  but  sauce  not  declared 
in  main  title,. 

4.  Meat  Insnection, 

* ■■■■  — . . — « 

There  is  one  licenced  private  slaughterhouse  at  Ombersley,  the  following 
meat  was  inspected  during  1963s~ 

Carcases  Inspected  .and  Condemned, 


1 

i 

Cattle  I 

including  j 
cows 

1 Sheep  I ? 

Calves  ! and  J Pigs,  i 

i Lambs  i 

Number  killed 
(if  knovm) 

130 

r 

< 

48  ! 

! 

1 

1 • 

1368  j 347  ; 

1 j 

Number  inspected 

180 

48 

1368  ; 347  i 

1 i 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis,  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

Nil 

.... 

Nil 

! 

J 

* 

Nil  i Nil  i 

i i 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

10 

Nil 

1 

1 

17  ! 8 ; 

. . ! : 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

I affected  with  disea.se 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

I 

j . . 

5.5)'= 



1 

1 Nil 

i 



1 i 

: 

1.2^^  ■ 2,3/a 

i i 

1 

Tuberculosis  only 
whole  carcases 
• condemned 

! 

Ml  ! Ml 

i 

r 

Ml  I Nil 

1 

; Carcases  of  which 

1 some  part  or  organ 
i wa.s  condemned. 

\ V 

: 

Nil  ! Nil 

I 

1 

i .... 

! 

Nil  1 9 ! 

1 ! 

i Percentage  of  the 
i number  inspected 

1 affected  with 

1 Tuberculosis 

Ml  i Ml 

1 

! 1 

Nil  j 2,5^  1 

i 

t 

) 

j Cysticercosis 

t 

Nil 

1 

i 1 ; 1 

1 Ml  i Ml  ; Nil  1 

.i,.  ■ , p, ■ 
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S B C T I 0 N Fo 
Incidence  of  Infectious  Disea,se  o 

The  following  i-ehle  shows  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  in 
relation  to  Age  in  the  Rural  District  during  1963  ~ 


— , J. 

Age  Groups  J. 

! ^ ' one 

1 5 

1 ! 

- ^ 

1 - 15  j 

i 

f 

i 

16  - 25 

Adult  i Total, 
i 

1 1.  Scarlatina 

. L.__  .. 

1 

1 

1 i 2 

< 

1 1 

{ * f 

' i 

f 2.  Erysipelas  - - ! ” 

! i i 

1 ! 
» 

..... 

1 

-L 

! ; 1 

3.  Measles  1 3 

i 

....  . _..j  . 

141 

-| 

.i. 

5 

150 

I 

4.  l/Vhooping  Cough!  1 

i 

- . . . ..I  . 

4 

— 

5 

! 

5.  Food  Poisoning! 

f 

1 ..  

- 

~ 

1 

1 

i 

i 

6.  Acute  Primary  j 

Pneumonia  ; 

: 

1 1 

— 

2 

3 

7.  Dysentery 

i 

i i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 1 

8.  Poliomyelitis  1 - - 

. . i 

\ 

1 

i 

f 

1 

9 . Pulmonary  ; - j 1 

Tuberculosis  ' 1 

1 

» 

J 

» 

2 

10 e Ron “Pulmonary  ! 

i 

i 5 

1 i 

I 1 i 1 ‘ 

! i 

Tuherculosis 
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Tuberculosis 


1963 

The  nimiber  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  are  as  follows  - 


1 Cases  on  Register 

fa  - — — — — • — .1  — — — — 

( 

> 

> Cases  on  the  Register  at  1st  Jans  1963 
Additions  - New  Cases 
! - Transfers  in 

t 

' Reductions 

: Cases  on  Register  at  31st  Rees  1963 

Totals 


Respiratory 


4 

» 

Non-Respiratory  j 


M.  ; 

P. 

M. 

F- -J 

i 

1 

i ^5 

1 

17 

3 

7 f 

' i 

I 

1 2 

- 

- 

1 i 

i 

2 

- 

1 i 

\ 

\ 

13 

2 

\ 

10 

1 

\ 

. i 

4 i 

1 

4 

> 

2 

1 

5 

r 

1 

33 
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A revision  of  the  Register  was  carried  out  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
as  a result  of  v/hich  a.  number  of  old  cases  were  deleted  with  the  approval 
of  the  Chest  Physiciajis. 

Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  for  South  Worcestershire » 

Three  meetings  of  this  Committee  were  held  at  the  Shire  Hall  during  the 
year.  Not  a great  deal  of  v/ork  has  been  done  as  the  number  of  cases 
requiring  assistance  has  been  falling  annually.  It  v/as  therefore 
decided  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Committee  to  deal  v/ith  the  care 
and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  generally. 

An  application  to  the  Minister  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  1946  has  been  successful  and  the  Committee  has  been  renamed, 
excluding  the  word  ’’Tuberculosis”.  It  is  not  intended  that  this 
Committee  should  cover  the  field  of  Old  People’s  VVelfare. 
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